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THE FIRST WOMAN.

Froar nothing did the first man learn
so much of God, as from the creation of
& “second human being with faculties
and senses like his own” Although
we have not a detailed narartive of the
creation of woman, until after the sev-
enth day, there is reason to believe that
she was created on the same day with
man.  Both sexes of all organized
bodies, of plants and animals, were cre-
ated together. In his account of the
creation of man on the sixth day, the
sacred historian remarks, “So God cre-
ated man in his own image, in the im-




6
THE FIRST WonAx,

age of God ereated he hip - mae and
Jemale created he them | gt
Paragraph he :
the sev,

In the next
Proceeds to gq r, “And on
enth day Gog
which Le had made.
the sevent), day from’
he hag made,”

ended his worle
and he rested on
- !l his worl which
_ rom :
i is the sy these premises,
-5 'S naturg] conclusion, that
€ Womgy was i : e
a4 meluded iy 4
thatwag he ere

s *reation
Mshed gn ghy o

. 1¢ s1xth day
e, xth day.

append;
fecteq Creation . 8 10 tho

: per-
s 1ty
out hep,

33 10t perfeet wwith-

o ansed p deep sleep
Adam, and he e
S C Sle )1.! : [4 -

= e pt:and b

#r

THE FIRST TWOMAN, T

flesh instead thercof; and the 22b which
the Lord God had taken from man made
he @ woman.” Man himself was not
created out of nothing, as was the ori-
ginal chaos; he was formed out of the
dust of the earth; it was a secondary
creation from a prior existing sub-
stance. The creation of the woman
was also a secondary creation; she was
formed from a substance previously
existing; not out of the dust of the
earth, but from a portion of the newly-
created man himself. ‘““She was called
woman, because she was taken out of
man.”  The intimacy was perfect; there
was oneness between them. She was
identified with the man; she formed a
paxt of the man; she was his second
self, She was not to be either his mas-
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human life by war, and by those calami-
ties to which the retived habits of
famales are less exposed than the ordi-
nary habits of the male population. Yet
is it to be observed, that the average of
human life is not so long among females
as among males; and that in Asiatic
and Mohammedan countries, and in all
countries where polygamy prevails,
there are more females than males.
There is no good reason to believe that
the original arrangement of a wise
Providence in the equality of numbers
in the different sexes, has been seriously
disturbed.

What are the peculiarities of woman?
What is the sphere which she is destined
to occapy? And what are the qualifi-
cations which best fit her to ocenpy that
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She “easts his law bchind her hack;?’
she “sets at naught all his counsel,.a.ud
would none of his reproof.” “F)f r:lae
Rock that begat her she is mu‘mudfu.l,
and has forgotten the God that formed
her.” . L

Yet we have strong impressions that
she presents the fairer side of .'ﬂﬂlcrfh]‘m;
manity. She has excellencies W 11(, :
do not belong to the other S(?X; tte)-l
are peculiarities that are Ob'\*‘lOUb,. ?..11(,
that excite our admiration of the divine
wisdom and goodness. Man has tht.-}
advautage over her in physical powg?
and in gome intellectual endowments;
while there are intellectual endowments
in which the superiority belongs to her.
Tler powers of patient research and

. * powers of Invention
reasoning, and her powers of iny )
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fully. Woman h_as more heart than

man: she was made to love and be be-
loved.

s Her crown iz in ler heart, not an ht.;-r hc:.ld;
Not decked with diamonds and Indian stones,
Nor to be seen. . o
A erown it is that seldom kings enjay.

She may love wealth; but it is not so
much for wealth’s sake, as for the sake
of those she loves. She may love plea-
sure; but it is more to gratify the ob-
jects of her affection than for he.r 'own
enjoyment. She may be ambltlousf
and love fame, but it is not for llel‘s?.li.
She is gifted far above man 1o ']J:'Lfll'\"(i
sweetness and gentleness, and in the
winning graces and charities of the
heart. “I have observed,” says the
celebrated traveller Ledyard, that

women, in all countries, are civil, oblig-
; ¢

i
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the sweetest herbs and flowers, when
bruised, give forth their sweetest fra-
grance. This is her great peculiarity ;
in this lies her power. Ignorance, or
mistalke of this amiable trait of her
character, has been the source of no
small portion of the domestic evils and
sorrows which have desolated the world.
Not to know and not to value this great
excellence of her nature is to misinter-
pret and defame her—is to know no-
thing of woman. Nor does that man
deserve anything better than to be
denied the thousand little attentions and
delicacies which flow from the strength
of her love whose mind is disciplined to
moek its tenderness.

Woman is also more selfsacrificing
than man. There are selfish women;,

2
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sacrificing spirit!  To feel thus, and to
conduct thus, isher pleasure.  She could
not have the joy of a clear conscience,
she would not be happy, she would not
be woman, without giving up her own
good for the good of others.

Tt is not less true that woman is 7more
patient i suffering than man. The bur-
den of suffering was laid upon her at
her first apostasy ; and God hag pre-
pared her to endure it quietly. Her
spirit is more subdued than the spirit of
man. Be the suffering bodily or men-
tal, be it poverty, or reproach, or injury;
she meets it; nobly indeed does she
meet it. I have seen examples of heroie
guffering in woman, that made me envy
her lofty bearing. Woman will suffer
wrongfully, as man will not suffer, I
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‘Woman is likewise more sensible of
her dependence than man. God has
made her dependent, and she feels it,
Man is her natural guardian; it is not
only her nature to feel her dependence
upon him, but her strength and joy.
Place her in danger, and she instine.
tively looks to man; and even if ler
husband is far away, her thoughts at
ouce centre in him. She cries out for
bim, though she knows he 1s distant ;
nay, thongh sleeping in his grave, in
sudden danger she may peradventure
instantly call for her husband., Next to
God, he is her confidence. Man sum-
mous his own frmness, and girds

him-
self for the confliet,

while woman
retires and retreats to Il

natural
refuge. You

see this spirit from her

e g e
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ment than man, and embellishment of
every kind. Tt is well that she is 50 ;
else would the world we occupy be a
degraded world. It is not without rea-
son that classic mythology represents
the Graces as three young sisters, who
were the symbols of all that is beautiful
and aftractive in the physical as well as
the social world, What marvel that a
creature thus formed, and for such ends,
should be fond of embellishment ? that
she should be more susceptible to beau-
ty than man meye embellished in her
thoughts and Writings, more embellished
in her person, and possess greater
delicacy of taste in all her domestic ar-
rangements ? - She was forme for this.
she has o keener senge of {itne

88 and
propriety ;

she is the Presiding geniug
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are just what man requires. This world
were cheerless and melancholy, a with-
ered, autumnal, wintry world, were it
never cheered by woman's smile. A
thousand times have I thought on this
beautiful characteristic of woman with
thanlfulness. _
Men are not unfrequently s0 frigid
and crusty, that nothing thaws them
but the presence of woman. No mat-
ter how overwhelmed with care and
depressed a man Is, and no matter what
the circurnstances of woman are; her
offort is to lighten the burden. Never
is he so depressed, bub her gladsome
eye and voice cheer him. Man sympa-
fhizes with her in her depression, but he
does not 80 naturally lift her out of 1t.
Woman not only bears up under sor-

s,
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An austere, gloomy, sullen, wo-begone
woman—from all such may the good
Lord deliver us!

Not a little to our shame, we must
also add, that woman has wmore self-
yespect than man. Such 18 the wise
organization of society, and such the
decree of God, that more depends upon
Ler character, and she can survive fewer
faults. From a few incautiovs steps
and selfinflicted blows, it is very diffi-
cult for her to recover. Her circum-
speetion is her safety. And to her
honor be it said, she is distinguished
for her selfrespect. Woman 18 often
artful ; I have sonietimes thought that
she was more artful than man, because
when her heart is strongly enlisted, it

i difficult for her not to encourage a

-

L

e s
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more trreclaimable, because her heart is
poisoned, and her affections have not even
hope to feed upon. The same classic
mythology that represents the Graces
as symbolized by female excellence and
loveliness, when it would represent the
extreme of wickedness, true to nature,
impersonates the Fupies—' Fure Dire,”
_in female forms. As there are char-
acteristic faults in men, in sufficient
abundance, so they are not wanting in
woman. Milton, when urged by his
daughters to describe the character of
their mother, and the object of his first
love, replied, that she was
wilke the fresh sweet-brier, and early May,

Lilke the fresh, coal, pure air of opening day,

Like the gay lork, sprung from the glittering dew,

An angel, yet—a very woman too.”




34 y:
THE FIRST WOMAN.

We\z:{);f;dto auoﬂle‘-? topic on which
I i noth o o .Sublmt a few 1'em:11‘]‘-;s.
these PeGul?r: I.Mfuml that woman, with
for a sphere (o?t]ZGS’ should be formed
Pherez w1y ex own. What s tha
think, o ature herself,” one would

 B1Ves g fll qnq

10 he sulficient answer
0 this qUestion,

must shoy, A moment’s reflectio
", that there are charactel”

Istics in L
er phye L ;
rendey e, uiﬁjme&l constitution which

If she
&ttem
throw Yy in?ts-to oceupy, necessarily
Ment, Ty is O Inextricable embarrass
B ngt her ?Ot . mission, because i
a

the Pm"ilouc; e, to Plunge wildly into
; > hterny
arp Ihr

of hulnﬂ]l 1ife P 1

ses and active Wa¥

W She was not forl’l’ﬂ’jd
foregt

» DOT to trayverse tHO
P

THE FIRST WOMAN. 35

ocean, nor to excavate the bowels of the
carth. Nor are they the {1oisy scenes
of barter and exchange for which she
possesses any natural accomplishments;
nor are they places of power, and trust,
and emolument which she is fitted for.
Nor was she ever commissioned to oc-
cupy the Pualpit, or become a debater in
the Forum, or maintain her country’s
cause in the Senate, or to sit om the
beneh of Justice, or wield the sword on
the field of battle. Trueit is that there
have been instances in which woman
has thrust herself into spheres thus un-
congenial to her soft and gentle nature.
Catharine de Medicis assumed the

throne of France; but she was despised

for her cruelties and perfidy, and the
infamous features of her masculine mind

I
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enters her protest against the usurpatioﬁ.
Woman is man's felper ; she 1s his
friend, his counsellor. When he girds
his robust frame for the toil of human
life, and nerves his heart and arm for
its varied conflicts, she is his solace, his
comforter. Her place is at home, amid
those social duties which give tranquil-
lity and joy to domestic life; of which
she herself is the ¢ueen; whence she
cends forth a universally conservative
influence, and where she weaves the
thousand sillsen cords which arc strong-
or than bands of iron, and by which the
otherwise disjointed and jarring and
effervescing elements of society are
amalgamated and bound together.

T4 is amid the endearments and duties
of coujugal life, that she so emphatically

o
o
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highest wish, and her most delightful
employment, are t0 render her husband
respected, useful, and happy. Sym-
pathy with her husband is one of the
marlsed features in her character. She
enters into all his feelings, all his oceu-
pations, all his interests, all his sorrows,
all his joys, all his defeats, all his hon-
ors, and all his usefulness, There is &
community of feeling and interest be-
tween them; a sympathy in weal and
in woe, which In prosperity malkes
everything light and gladsome, and in
adversity alleviates its trials, and chases
away its depression and gloom. Weari-
some care loses its perplexity, toil its
hardship, affliction its bitterness, re-
proach its mortification, and the subtle-
tieg and deception of the world their
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self-sacrificing spirit, and those tears
which sometimes drop as the rain; give
her a control which the sterner and

o

more severe government of a father is
rarcly able to secure. Many a youth of

rash and impetuous temperament would

venture to disregard the strong bonds

of paternal authority, whose heart would
fail him in rudely bursting the cord
that binds him to a mother's bosom.

« A mother’s love !
If there be one thing pure,
Where all beside is sullied;
That can endure
When all else pass away ;
If there be aught
Surpassing human deed, or word, or thought—
It is a mother's love

And what daughter is there, in whose
bosom there is a spark of womanly vir-

tue and nobleness, who would ever

e
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authority, power, and laws of the world,
compared with the silent and unobtru-
sive influence of woman? fHer price
is above rubies.” They are honors that
never wither, when, ata mother’s grave,
her children rise up and call her blessed!

There are also domestic relations of a
less important kind which woman sus-
tains. We have no misgivings at the
wisdom of Divine Providence when we
survey a family where there is a large
preponderance of daughters. They are
the charm of the domestic circle. The
gacred penman beautifully compares
them to “corner-stones” in 2 splendid
edifice, that ‘are polished after the
similitude of a palace.” As daughters,
we love t0 look upon them; as sisters,
it ig their province to give preéminence
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of wedded life. Though denied this
inheritance, there are reserved for them
spheres of usefulness and honor, which

none but woman's mind and heart can

occupy- No matter what sphere she

fills, if she fills it well she shines. The
savor of her feminine virtues and the
blessing of her example are no twilight
dawning upon this dark and frozen
world, She interests, ghe endears.
Wherever she goes, she is man’s guar-
dian and {riend. Her love is walkeful,
even when she watches alone. It
sounds the note of alarm at man’s ex-
posure; unsought, it shields him. She
;s never obseure; nor can she ever ex-
clude herself from her share in the
concerns of this greab world, In her

modest Teserve, she may feel that she is

L e
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place, and her power would be too im-
plicitly acknowledged.

This view of the sphere she occupies
suggests our last topic of remark, which
is, the suitable requasites Sor the fulfilment
ute duties. 'The inquiry is

of her appropri
a practical one—How shall she best

employ herself in this her appropriate
sphere, and what are the qualifications

she requires in order to act out the pe-
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he bears it with such a helper, and no
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